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The 2017 Annual School Report
The Annual School Report is a mandated accountability document that is provided to the Department of
Education and to the school community. This report demonstrates our achievements for the 2017 school
year and highlights our ongoing commitment to enhancing the educational outcomes for all students.

Preface
It is with great pleasure that we deliver to you, the community of Ellen Stirling Primary School, the 2017
Annual School Report.
Ellen Stirling Primary School offers the students very exciting programs in English, Mathematics, Physical
and Health Education, Science, Technologies, Languages, Humanities, and The Arts. Our school culture is
inclusive of the values instilled by the ‘You Can Do It’ program which is well embedded and embraced by
teachers, students and the school community. Our high student numbers have resulted in an exciting
diversity amongst the student population. Student behaviour at Ellen Stirling Primary School is a credit to
the school staff, family support and the students themselves.
The school has been an Independent Public School since 2015 and we are very pleased with the work that
has been achieved with the School Board, the ESPS P & C and the wider school community. The benefit
of independence has been seen in the professional way staffing and financial services were allocated for
the best possible delivery of educational services for the students.

Dr Dean Goldspink
PRINCIPAL

Mrs Sharon Craig
SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR

2017 School Context
Ellen Stirling Primary School opened in 2008 with 186 students from Kindergarten to Year 6. The current
enrolment is just under 800 students. This school brings together respect and acknowledgement of the
pioneering spirit with a technology focus to equip our students for the future.
The school’s Moral Purpose states: Ellen Stirling Primary School will provide a safe, enriched learning
and teaching environment driven by high expectations for success.
The establishment of Ellen Stirling Primary School has engaged parents and the wider community in
consultation and collaboration to provide an educational environment that reflects community expectations.
This has led to the development of an active and supportive P & C Association and School Board. The
school motto ‘Explore, Discover, Grow’ encapsulates the school’s beliefs in active and engaged student
learning. The school encourages students to see themselves as learners and set individual learning goals.
Our staff are willing and open to explore new ideas which support student discovery and growth.

Student Demographics 2017
Ellen Stirling Primary School is a Level 5 school as classified by the Department of Education WA.
Stabilised housing development within the school’s enrolment catchment area meant that enrolment was
stable throughout 2017.
Total enrolments

807

Female

402

Male

405

Student Attendance Rate for 2017
Monitoring student attendance at Ellen Stirling Primary School continued to be a focus during 2017. Many
strategies continued to be employed to monitor attendance and target subgroups. Strategies included:
daily phone calls to families for unexplained absences and home visits. Also, weekly attendance letters
and targeting attendance under 90% with letters each term were followed up by further interviews with
targeted families. SMS messaging services were introduced to further highlight the importance of
attendance at school to parents. Overall attendance statistics were positive compared with the state
average of 92.7%.
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SCHOOL
94.1%

WA
92.7%

School Staff Profile for 2017
All school teaching staff are registered with the Teachers Registration Board for WA.
Role
Administration
Teaching Staff
Support Staff
Total

No. of Staff
4
44
20
68

FTE
4.0
37.2
16.2
57.4

Student Progress and Achievement
Summary of Ellen Stirling Primary School Year 3, 5 and 7 NAPLAN Performance 2017
Overall, our school is tracking in a positive manner in relation to NAPLAN data, continuing to build upon the
steps taken forward throughout 2017. We have seen some significant improvements in key areas, reflecting
the hard work and ongoing commitment of staff from all year levels. Below is a quick overview of the
notable trends, including areas of concern and areas to celebrate. It is crucial that as a staff we continue to
interrogate system data such as NAPLAN and On-Entry, critically reflecting upon our current practice and
ways to further improve outcomes for our students.
NAPLAN Language Key
‘Like Schools’ – this term refers to a number of schools that have been identified as similar to ESPS based
on student numbers, socio-economic index and other factors. These schools can be anywhere within the
metropolitan region.
‘Bands’ – There are ten bands that make up the students achievement scale. Performance on each test in
each year level is measured against the achievement scale, the term bands is used when referring to a
student’s placement on the scale.
Business Plan Targets Review 2017
Year 3 Numeracy
To decrease the percentage of students in Band 2 – Percentage has increased from 16% to 17%
To increase the percentage of students in Band 5 and 6 – Percentage has increased from 15% to 29 %
To equal or better like schools – Better than like schools with 96% at or above National Benchmark

Year 3 Writing
To equal or better like schools – Better than like schools with 99% at or above National Benchmark(NB)
To increase the percentage of students in Band 6 – Percentage has leveled at 3%

Year 3 Reading
To achieve a level equal to like schools or higher – Higher than Like Schools 94% at or above NB
To increase the percentage of students in the top bands – Percentage has decreased from 12% to 11%

Year 5 Numeracy
To decrease the percentage of students in Band 4 – Percentage has increased from 17% to 18%
To increase the percentage of students in Band 8 – Percentage has decreased from 9% to 4%
To increase the percentage of students in Band 6 – Percentage has decreased from 32% to 27%
To equal or better like schools – Better than like schools with 96% at or above National Benchmark

Year 5 Writing
To equal or better like schools – Better than like schools with 89% at or above National Benchmark
To increase the percentage of students in Band 7 and 8 – Percentage has increased from 8% to 9%

Year 5 Reading
To equal or better like schools – Lower than like schools with 85% at or above National Benchmark
To increase the percentage of students in Band 7 and 8 – Percentage has increased from 18% to 24%

*Please note that coloured fonts on the next few pages were selected to indicate the following:
Green – a positive point worth highlighting in our data
Orange – an area for further improvement and focus
Red – a significant area for improvement OR an area deemed a focus by the DoE

Overview of 2017 Student Performance (Year 3)
Year 3 Numeracy
A steady improvement is noted over recent years and for the first time in five years we are actually
outperforming ‘Like Schools’
We are still achieving in the yellow zone and will be aiming to move into the green in coming years,
however, our achievement is the highest it has been since 2012
We had six students who recorded ‘Very High’ progress between On Entry in PP to NAPLAN Year 3
We had fewer LBOTE (Language Background Other Than English) students fall in the ‘Limited
Achievement’ category than ‘Like Schools’
More of our ATSI (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) students fell in the ‘Excellent Achievement’
category than ‘Like Schools’
We had far more LBOTE (Language Background Other Than English) students achieve ‘High’ and
‘Very High’ progress rates in comparison with ‘Like Schools’
We have three students below National Minimum Standard
Our formal grading of Numeracy at ESPS does not align incredibly well with the results reported in
this data
Unfortunately 14 students recorded ‘Very Low’ progress between On Entry in PP to NAPLAN Year 3
More of our ATSI (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) students fell in the ‘Limited Achievement’
category than ‘Like Schools’

Year 3 Reading
ESPS is now equal to like schools for the first time in the last five years, continuing our positive
trend line
All ATSI students are above National Minimum Standard
The progress made by ATSI (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) students is significantly higher
than ‘Like Schools’ with none of our students showing anything less than ‘High’ progress
Our achievement still falls in the yellow section, however, we have a larger number of students in
bands 5 and above than we have in the past
Our formal grading of Reading at ESPS does not align incredibly well with the results reported in
this data
We have five students who fell below National Minimum Standard
We had more LBOTE (Language Background Other Than English) students achieve ‘Limited’ and
less achieve ‘Excellent’ than ‘Like Schools’
More of our LBOTE (Language Background Other Than English) students showed ‘Very Low’
progress in comparison with ‘Like Schools’

Year 3 Writing
A steady improvement is noted since the very poor results achieved in this area in 2013
Where ‘Like Schools’ dropped in their performance this year, our students made enormous gains
and have pushed into the green section
Results are the highest they have been since 2012 with a very positive trend line
The number of LBOTE (Language Background Other Than English) students achieving ‘Limited’ is
less than ‘Like Schools’ and we now have far more students achieving ‘Good’ than our ‘Like
Schools’
All ATSI students are above the National Minimum Benchmark and we have a far greater number of
ATSI students achieving ‘Excellent’ than our ‘Like Schools’
Only one student did not meet the National Minimum Standard for writing
Our formal grading of Writing at ESPS does not align well with the results reported in this data – a
vast number of students received D Grades for Semester One but achieved well above the National
Minimum Standard

Overview of 2017 Student Performance (Year 5)
Year 5 Numeracy
We are bordering on the light green section in relation to overall cohort achievement and have
outperformed our ‘Like Schools’
We have maintained a positive trend line
We managed to take this cohort of students from below ‘Like Schools’ in 2015 to above ‘Like
Schools’ in 2017
We have less LBOTE (Language Background Other Than English) students achieving ‘Low’ and
‘Very Low’ progress, with far more students achieving ‘High’ and ‘Very High’ progress than ‘Like
Schools’
We have three students below the National Minimum Standard
ATSI (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) students have performed very poorly, worse than ‘Like
Schools’ with none of the students reaching above ‘Satisfactory’
Year 5 Reading
Twenty one students are now in bands seven, eight and nine
More of our LBOTE (Language Background Other Than English) students fell into the category of
‘Limited’ achievement and ‘Low’ progress than ‘Like Schools’
Our trend line remains reasonably positive
More of our ATSI (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) students fell into the ‘Limited’ and ‘Very
High’ progress categories than ‘Like Schools’

We have remained below ‘Like Schools’ once again and have actually increased the gap
Our performance in this area has fallen to the lowest it has been in three years
Thirteen students fall below the National Minimum standard
We have more ATSI (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) students achieving ‘Limited’ than our
‘Like Schools’
Year 5 Writing
We now have seven students sitting in bands seven and eight, which was not the case in 2016
More of our LBOTE (Language Background Other Than English) students achieved ‘Good’ than our
‘Like Schools’ and more students recording ‘Very High’ progress than ‘Like Schools’
Although we are still outperforming ‘Like Schools’, our overall achievement is lower than 2015
and2016
Have maintained a reasonably positive trend line
Our formal grading of Writing at ESPS does not align incredibly well with the results reported in this
data
Our performance has dropped in comparison to our 2015 cohort of Year 5 students, dropping from
the light green section down to lower-middle yellow section overall
Only five students in the entire cohort managed to achieve ‘Very High’ progress
We have nine students sitting below the National Minimum Standard
We have more ATSI (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) students achieving ‘Limited’ than our
‘Like Schools’ and the majority have recorded ‘Limited’ to ‘Low’ progress
We had more LBOTE (Language Background Other Than English) students record ‘Limited’
progress than ‘Like Schools’

2017 NAPLAN results are overall very positive, particularly in our Year 3 cohort. For the first time in five
years we are now equal to or outperforming our ‘like schools’ across Reading, Writing and Numeracy in
Year 3, which is a huge achievement! Our Year 5 results are a little more mixed but show some promising
signs, particularly in Numeracy and Writing where we have managed to continue to outperform ‘like
schools’. One of the key points to take from this data is that as a school we are generally on the right track
but have some focus areas that require our attention – Reading and Writing, which aligns perfectly with our
School Improvement Plan 2018 – 2020.

Parent, Student and Staff Surveys 2017
Perspectives of Parents at Ellen Stirling Primary School in 2017
The Partners in Learning Parent Survey is based on a comprehensive questionnaire covering several
aspects of parents' perceptions of their children's experiences at home and school.
The Fogarty EDvance C4 reference in the results shows other schools in our cohort of schools in the
School Improvement training. Results from this survey was used to inform decisions by the School Board
and School Staff to construct the School Business Plan 2018 – 2020.

Results from this survey was used to inform decisions by the School Board and School Staff to construct
the School Business Plan 2018 – 2020.

Perspectives from Students at Ellen Stirling Primary School in 2017
The Tell Them From Me student survey measures 19 indicators based on the most recent research on
school and classroom effectiveness. This report provides highlights of the results based on data from 230
students in this school that participated in the survey in March 2017.
The bar charts show the results by Year Level. These are compared with TTFM norms, which are based on
the results for all students using the TTFM survey in 2013 at the Year Levels found in this school.

Results from this survey was used to inform decisions by the School Board and School Staff to construct
the School Business Plan 2018 – 2020.

Perspectives from Staff at Ellen Stirling Primary School in 2017
The Focus on Learning Survey is a self-evaluation tool for teachers and schools.

Results from this survey was used to inform decisions by the School Board and School Staff to construct
the School Business Plan 2018 – 2020.

Special Events for 2017
Fitness Club / Running Club – Throughout the year
Times Tables Mastery Badges – all year
STEM Club – Throughout the year
ESPS DADS Group – Events most terms
School Banking – All Year
P & C Free Dress Days – Each term
Student Leader Elections – February
EISA Summer Sports Carnival – March
Purple Haze Day – March
Swimming Lessons – March (Senior) and June (Junior)
Ellenbrook Falcons Hockey Sessions – February
P & C Moonlight Markets – March
ANZAC Day Service – April
Rainbow Run – P & C – May
Walk to School Day – June
Coolamon Classic – Cross Country Running Event – June
EISA Winter Sports Carnival – June
Earth Day – June
SEDA Netball Clinics – June
Interschool Cross Country Carnival – July
SEDA Soccer Clinics – July
Faction and Interschool Athletics Carnivals – August / September
Bookweek – September
NRL Rugby Tag Carnival – September
School Discos K – Year 6- September
Have a Go Sports Carnival – November
Year 6 Camp – Woodman Point – December
Year 6 Graduation – December
End of Year Open Nights – December

